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English Spelling

©  Before you Read

. Are you good at spelling words in English?

(2] Reading Read the text and fill in the blanks.

How well do you spell in English? Many people, both native and
non-native speakers, find spelling a challenge, and LU
need to rely on spellchecking software in word-processors and

years to come.

i ( email. i

i 3 J There are a number of organizations which support reform of i 5
i . - J English spelling, proposing that the spelling of words should be i

i y - the same as the pronunciation. For anyone who struggles with i

i % .6 spelling, the idea of reform sounds appealing. It is easy to find i

i =4 % 2, of spelling which seem very illogical. 'GH' has many i

i 3 pronunciations, with words such as ‘'cough’, 'though' and i 10
i i ‘ 'bought’. It might be easier for everyone, reformers say, if we i

i e j spelled these words, 'koff', 'tho’ and 'bort'. i

i Other people disagree strongly with the idea of reforming English spelling. They say that i

i unusual spellings are part of the NPT of English, and show the historical roots of the i

i language. Also, different countries pronounce even common words such as 'cough’ differently. i 15
i Should there be different spellings for the USA, the UK and other countries? With English i

i being such an international language, how can anyone decide on a single spelling? i

i Some countries have reformed spelling rules, such as Germany in 1996. However, the i

i arguments for English spelling reform are likely to e, without a solution for many i 20

Choose From ' e culture * regularly e continue * examples

(3) Comprehension Ask and answer these questions with a partner.

1) According to the article, who finds English spelling difficult?
2) How do some people think that the spelling of English words should be changed?

3) Why do other people think that the English spelling should not be changed?
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(4] Vocabulary Building Match the two halves of the collocations.
1) rely roots
2) find [something] on
3) support reform
4) historical to come
5) decide to continue
6) likely on
7) for many years a challenge
(5) Phrase Building Rewrite these sentences using the collocations above.

1) The stormy weather will probably not stop.

2) The CEO couldn't choose a new logo for the company.

3) Global warming will probably get worse for a long, long time in the future.
4) The new president wants change.

5) Do you think English is difficult to learn?

6) Many people need to use spell checkers when writing reports.

®  Debate Work in two groups.
. Group A You support changing the spelling of English.
. Group B You oppose any changes.

Work with the other members of group, thinking of as many reasons as you can for supporting / opposing
changes to English spelling. Try and think of counter-arguments for what the other team will say.

(7] Discussion Ask your partner(s) these questions. Ask follow-up questions!

Questions about English

Do you support or oppose changes to English spelling?
Do you think it is difficult to learn to spell well in English?

Do you rely on spell checking software when you write in English?

vV V V VY

Is there anything else that you would like to change about English?

Questions about your own Language

»  What are the main difficulties when writing your language?
Do you think that English or your language is easier to write in?

Is the spelling and grammar of your language fixed by the government?

vV V V

Would you like to make any other changes to your language?
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