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TESOL
Materials Development
Week 10

•Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills
•Listening and Reading Activities

Edward Povey



Lesson Plan & Materials 1 due this week
1.Check your lesson plan has an SLO with the 

target language and fluency activity
2.Check your lesson plan has stages labeled 

with E-I-F
3.Include interaction for each step in the lesson 

(T-S, S, Ss-Ss, etc.)
4.Provide a purpose or a rationale for each step 

in the lesson
5.Submit the necessary materials to be used in 

the lesson
6.Label your materials so that they match the 

steps in your lesson plan



- What do we read?
- Why do we read?
- How do we read?
- How is reading used in 

conjunction with other skills?
- Who are you as a reader?

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



- What do we read?

* novels, newspapers, diaries, letters, 
emails, accounts, pamphlets, recipes, 
instructions, comic strips, statistics, 
telephone directories, dictionaries…

- Why do we read?

* for pleasure
* for information

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



- How do we read?

* skimming: quickly running your eyes over a 
text to get the main idea

* scanning: quickly going through a text to 
find a piece of information

* inference: reading ‘between the lines’
* straightforward: start to finish
* extensive reading: reading longer texts, 

usually for pleasure
* intensive reading: reading shorter texts, 

usually to extract information

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



* skimming
What is this quote about?

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



* scanning
Where is the info about school expansion?

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



* inference

“John was running to catch the bus 
again. It was a morning routine; a 
routine that didn’t bother John, but 
drove his mother crazy.”

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills

What can we 
say about 
John?



* straightforward and extensive reading

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



* intensive reading

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



- How is reading used in conjunction with 
other skills?

* reading and writing: summarizing and 
note-taking

* reading and listening: comparing an 
article and a news bulletin, matching 
opinions to a text

* reading and speaking: discussions, 
debates, appreciation

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



- Who are you as a reader?

A reader…

* guesses using background knowledge
* predicts
* checks and cross-references
* asks questions
* judges
* analyzes

These are all reading strategies

Grellet’s Developing Reading Skills



Reading is the fluent process of readers 
combining information from the text and their 
own background knowledge to build 
meaning.

What is reading?

- the ability of the reader to use a wide 
variety of reading strategies to accomplish a 
purpose for reading.

What is strategic reading?

- the ability to read at an appropriate rate 
with adequate comprehension.

What is fluent reading?



reading

the reader the text

strategies fluency

What would happen if each of 
these things were not present?



Reading and Listening Processes
Top-down processing and bottom-up processing

Top-down processing: Interpreting message through 
the context in which the message is being delivered. In 
other words, it starts with schemata or background 
knowledge based on the context of the 
communication. 
Bottom-up processing: Interpreting meaning by 
decoding the smallest parts of the language (sounds, 
words, sentences, etc.)

Let’s watch a video and hear a story. 
Which is bottom-up and which is top-down?



Reading and Listening Processes

VIDEO

Berlitz Commercial

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MUsVcYhERY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MUsVcYhERY


Reading and Listening Processes

VIDEO

Is it bottom-up or top-down processing? 



Reading and Listening Processes

STORY

Is it bottom-up or top-down processing? 



Reading and Listening Processes

comprehension

letter and sound recognition, 
word recognition, grammar 

structures, sentences...comprehension

Reading begins with reader 
background knowledge

top-down bottom-up



Reading and Listening Processes

comprehension

Background knowledge

Individual letters and sounds



1. Provide students with whole texts

(a paragraph or longer)

Students should be encouraged to use 
whole texts to arrive at meaning.

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



1. Start with global understanding and move 
towards detailed understanding

Students should understand the gist first, 
then details. This builds confidence and 
develops awareness of how texts are 
organized.

It also encourages students to predict, 
anticipate, infer, deduce, and teaches 
students to use what they know to 
understand the unknown.

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



1. Use authentic texts where possible

Authentic texts provide a natural system of 
references, repetitions, redundancies and 
discourse indicators.

Rewritten or simplified texts are often 
altered to remove these. 

Adjust the difficulty of the task, not the text.

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



1. Integrate reading with the three other 
skills

Read and listen

Read and write

Read and speak

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



1. Reinforce reading as an active skill

Involve students in pre-reading tasks. 
(predicting, guessing, anticipating content)

Provide activities that lead to discussion, not 
only straightforward answers.

Provide authentic and meaningful 
communicative follow-up activities.

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



1. Provide an assortment of flexible and 
varied activities that are suited to the texts 
and the reasons for reading them

An opinion piece may lend itself to 
understanding the author’s view, intention 
and tone.

A text giving directions would lend itself to 
tracing a route on a map or matching 
pictures to place names.

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



1. Clearly define the aim for each activity

Discuss the outcome with your students.

Make clear the distinction between teaching 
and testing.

Grellet’s Assumptions for Designing Reading Tasks



Listening and Reading



Listening and Reading

gist/main idea
attitudes/emotions
opinions/predictions
key words
time references
agreement/
disagreement
context or setting

detail/reasons
tone/stress/intonation
implications/inference
parts of speech/
meaning
spelling/numbers
specific information
order of events

People listen and read for…



Listening and Reading Activities



Listening and Reading Activities
Make predictions



Listening and Reading Activities
Categorizing



Listening and Reading Activities
Listing main events



Listening and Reading Activities
Deciphering the mood or tone



Listening and Reading Activities
Deciphering the character’s traits



Listening and Reading Activities
Select the correct response



Listening and Reading Activities
Multiple choice



Listening and Reading Activities
Completing a graphic organizer



Listening and Reading Activities
Create a summary



Listening and Reading Activities
Cloze / Gap fill



Listening and Reading Activities
Complete a checklist



Listening and Reading Activities
True or false



Listening and Reading Activities
Correcting errors



Listening and Reading Activities
Applying punctuation



Listening and Reading Activities
Sequencing information or a summary



Listening and Reading Activities
Retell a story



Listening and Reading Activities
Debate or discuss the topic or content



Listening and Reading Activities
Detailed 5W+1H questions



The P-D-P Framework 
is used for planning 
lessons with a focus on 
listening or reading.

P-D-P Framework



P-D-P Framework

‘Pre’ stage before L/R.
- Activate schema
- Assess background knowledge 
- Pre-teach key vocabulary
- Generate interest

‘During’ tasks while L/R.
- multiple exposures
- varied tasks/skills
- sequenced/scaffolded
- leads to full comprehension

‘Post’ stage after L/R.
- expanding content/theme/topic
- connect/personalize information
- extend language study





Weekly Reading due Week 11

Section 4

•Read the P-D-P Framework material
•Complete the two questions at the beginning of 

the reading text

Submit a hard copy (printed A4 is preferred) to my 
mailbox at HUFS.

Homework



See you next week!


