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TESOL
Materials Development
Week 6

•Review of Grave’s Adapting 
Coursebooks
•Fadil’s Defining Learning Objectives

Edward Povey



Grave’s Adapting Coursebooks



Grave’s Adapting Coursebooks

What are coursebooks?

Coursebooks and prepackaged, published 
books used by the students and teacher as a 
primary basis for the language course.

Coursebook packages may include audio 
CDs, videos, CD-ROMs, workbooks, test 
materials and online resources.



Grave’s Adapting Coursebooks

What are coursebooks?



Principles for using a course book
1. Understand how the course book is organized

Coursebooks are usually 
organized around key 
language features:

- topics
- functions
- vocabulary
- grammar
- skills



Principles for using a course book

Language functions



Principles for using a course book
2. Adapt the material

S-A-R-S

Select which parts you want to keep

Adapt and change parts to suit your students

Reject parts that are not suitable

Supplement with extra materials



Principles for using a course book
3. Prepare the learners

Explain and demonstrate 

What - Why - How ?

Prepare yourself first



Principles for using a course book
4. Monitor and follow up

Prepare - Implement - Follow up

Monitor:
* Difficulties
* Corrections
* Timing
* Feedback and report to the class



Principles for using a course book
5. Build a repertoire

Use consistent and predictable steps

Build habits



Classroom Techniques
Personalizing

Relate the topic and language to your students

“What do you think?”
“What’s your opinion?”



Classroom Techniques
Format shift the skill or grouping



Classroom Techniques
Visual instructions



Classroom Techniques
Use props, visuals, or realia



Classroom Techniques
Elicitation



Grave’s Adapting Coursebooks

See more ideas in Grave’s Adapting 
Coursebooks.

Remember:
* Don’t feel trapped by the coursebook
* Use your creativity and imagination
* Use your students
* S-A-R-S - Can you remember what this means?



S-A-R-S

Select which parts you want to keep

Adapt and change parts to suit your students

Reject parts that are not suitable

Supplement with extra materials

Remember:
There are many teaching resources out there. 
You don’t need to create everything!



Selecting materials

What is right for your learners, 
their interests and objectives?



Adapting materials

How can you make the materials 
more effective and useful?



Reject the unwanted parts



Supplementing with online resources



Vocabulary worksheets and flashcards

Supplementing with online resources



Vocabulary for young learners

www.esl-kids.com 
provides lots of topic ideas 
and materials (flashcards 
and worksheets) for young 
learners

Supplementing with online resources

http://www.esl-kids.com


Grammar practice worksheets

www.mes-english.com

Supplementing with online resources

http://www.mes-english.com


Writing practice worksheets

www.bogglesworldesl.com

Supplementing with online resources

http://www.bogglesworldesl.com


Topics for adults

http://iteslj.org/questions/ 
provides lots of topic ideas 
and conversation questions 
for adolescent and adult 
learners

Supplementing with online resources



Language games

Supplementing with online resources



Create your own puzzles

www.puzzlemaker.com
and many other sites 
allow you to make your 
own puzzles.

For example, 
Wordsearch worksheets

Supplementing with online resources



Create your own puzzles

… and cryptograms

Supplementing with online resources



Don’t forget multimedia…

Supplementing with online resources



… such as YouTube…

Supplementing with online resources



… and the BBC Learning English page.

Supplementing with online resources



Supplementing with traditional materials



What is an aim?

What is an objective?

What is the difference?

Fadil’s Defining Learning Objectives



Aim: 
“I will teach my students Math.”
“My students will know the answer to this.”

Fadil’s Defining Learning Objectives



Fadil’s Defining Learning Objectives

Objective: 

“By the end of the 
lesson, students 
will complete this 
worksheet.”



Student Learning Objectives (SLOs)

Fadil’s Defining Learning Objectives

Objectives from the student’s perspective.



Student Learning Objectives
Try to remember the answers to these questions:

1. What is a student learning objective?
2. What do we mean by “observable behavior?”
3. When should we make a student learning 
objective (SLO)?
4. What do you need to think about when you create 
an SLO?
5. Who needs to know the SLO?
6. How do you prepare students to succeed in 
reaching the SLO?
7. How do you know if the SLO is too easy or too 
hard?



1. What is a student learning objective?

* a statement which describes a learning 
outcome in terms of student behavior 

* a good objective is specific and measurable

* a good objective is demonstrable and 
observable

Student Learning Objectives



2. What do we mean by “observable behavior?”

* an action we can see or hear

A teacher asks “Do you understand?”
The student says “Yes”

Can the teacher observe that the student 
understands?
Did the student demonstrate that they 
understand?

Student Learning Objectives



2. What do we mean by “observable behavior?”

* an action we can see or hear

A teacher asks “Do you understand?”
The student says “Yes”

Can the teacher observe that the student 
understands? No
Did the student demonstrate that they 
understand? No
For this reason we use action verbs when 
creating a student learning objective.

Student Learning Objectives



3. When should we make an SLO?

* after you have selected the target language

* before planning your lesson

Knowing the end goal of 
the lesson (the SLO and 
the ‘fluency’ activity) will 
help you know the steps to 
get there.

Student Learning Objectives



4. What do you need to think about when you 
create an SLO?

* student’s level and ability

* class time 

* appropriate and relevant language

* assessment 

Student Learning Objectives



5. Who needs to know the SLO?

* both the teacher and the students need to 
know the SLO, but the SLO may not be 
presented in the same language to both

* express your SLO to your students using 
appropriate language

Student Learning Objectives



6. How do you prepare students to succeed in 
reaching the SLO?

scaffolding

controlled practice

Student Learning Objectives



7. How do you know if the SLO is too easy or 
too hard?

* achievability (i+1)

* assessing prior knowledge

Can the students do the task at the start of the 
lesson?
Will they be able to do it by the end?

Student Learning Objectives



Realistic objective?

Student Learning Objectives



Student Learning Objectives

An SLO is a plan made by the teacher 
during the lesson planning stage. 

However, the plan is not for what the teacher 
will do. The plan is made from the 
perspective of what the student will achieve. 

The plan includes the language that the 
students will use and the activity that the 
students will complete to show they can use 
the TL independently.



Writing SLOs



Action verbs

… How can 
these words be 
measured?

Writing SLOs



“I know Korean.”

What does this mean?!?

Writing SLOs



Writing SLOs



Writing SLOs

Here is the formula for writing an SLO:

By the end of the lesson, students will be able 
to…

< use this target language >

by

< completing this task >



Mid-semester Project: Lesson Plan & Materials 1

Create a detailed lesson plan and create or adapt 
materials for a speaking lesson. The lesson plan should 
include an SLO.

Example lesson plans can be found in the coursebook. 

First draft: Week 8
Second draft: Week 9

Due: Week 10



See you next week!


