
Modeling and scaffolding 
in language teaching

Questions to think about 

What is scaffolding? 

What is modeling?  
What can we model? 

Why are they important? 
What are some examples of each? 



“Modeling” means to “show” 
•show activities 
•show language 

“Scaffolding ” is the support that we 
provide to learners.



Task sequencing (modeling and scaffolding)

1. T explains 

2. T models activity with Ss 

3. students do the activity  

4. T introduces Stage 2 

5. students practice/prepare 

6. students report to class 

T 

T-Ss 

S-S 

T 

S-S 

Ss-T 

Here is a common sequence for an activity 



What does the triangle shape 
represent? T 

T-Ss 

S-S 

T 

S-S 

Ss-T 

Here is a common sequence for an activity 

It could be: 

• Student involvement 
• Amount of communication 
• Amount of time 

Task sequencing (modeling and scaffolding)



Teacher

Student

The key to student-centered  
teaching is getting the students 
involved. 

A good teacher does less work  
than the students at the end of an 
activity or lesson. 

Responsibility



“Tell me and I will forget. 
Show me and I will remember. 

Involve me and I will understand. 
Step back and I will act.”

Here is a famous quote. “I” refers to the learner. 

What can we learn from this? 

• Telling/Explaining is not enough 
• Showing (modeling) is an important step 
• Plan activities to move towards learner independence 
• Plan objectives from the learner’s perspective  



Modeling = show/demonstrate

Warm up discussion: 

What is your favourite kind of music? Why? 

Example of modeling language 

Teacher modeling the answer:  
“First let me tell you my favorite music, I 
really like jazz because it helps me relax and 
focus when I study. I first heard it at high 
school. I like all types of jazz, old jazz and 
modern jazz. My favorite musicians are Miles 
Davis and John Coltrane. My favorite album is 
Kind of Blue by Mile Davis. How about you? 
What’s your favorite type of music? Discuss 
with your partner.”



Modeling = show/demonstrate

The teacher starts by showing some 
examples. 

The teacher can then ask checking 
questions to find out if students 
understand. 

When the students are ready, the 
teacher asks some students to come 
and help in front of the class. 

Further checking questions are asked. 

When students are ready, they are 
given individual worksheets to 
practice. 

Example of modeling activities 



Scaffolding in 
construction

scaffolding 
from the 
teacher 

learner 
development 

Scaffolding in 
education

scaffolding 
from the 
teacher 

Scaffolding = support



Scaffolding (in education) is the support 
the teacher provides for the learner. 

Scaffolding in language teaching can 
include: 

¥talking simply and slowly  

¥doing easy tasks before difficult tasks 

¥using mimes to help comprehension 

¥showing pictures (visual support) 

¥pre-teaching vocabulary



Quick note: 

I believe that “Scaffolding” is defined and 
viewed differently in different fields. 

For example, in child development it is 
very much focused on parent-child social 
interactions. 

Whereas, in language teaching and TESOL 
materials development it can include things 
like including a vocabulary step in an EFL 
lesson or providing example answers.



Final tips 

Model language by giving examples (it’s 
usually better to focus on meaning, not 
explicit teaching) 

Model activities by showing how to do 
them. 

Plan lessons with scaffolding. The amount 
of scaffolding and what you scaffold 
depends on the age and level of the 
learner.


