Chapter 23: Materials for Early Language Learning:

Summary

Key Ideas

e Teaching English is starting at younger ages (even preschool).
e  Materials must match children’s developmental needs, not just adapt adult-
style textbooks.

Types of Materials

* Include coursebooks + supplementary resources (flashcards, videos,
worksheets, apps).
e Teachers often create their own materials due to context or limitations.

What Makes Good Materials

*  Meaningful, interesting, and age-appropriate content

e Focus on communication and meaning, not just grammar
*  Provide repetition + chances to use language

e Be culturally appropriate and relevant

Key Issues

e  Many global textbooks:
o Are too grammar-focused
o Rely on unfamiliar cultural content
o Don’t fit all teaching contexts (e.g., large classes)
* Overuse of reading/writing too early can hinder learning

Effective Approaches

* Story-based learning — improves engagement, comprehension, vocabulary
* Play, interaction, and hands-on activities are essential
*  Young learners need movement, fun, and social interaction

Classroom Reality

» Textbooks often control teaching (teachers follow them closely)
e  Traditional activities — limited student talk



e  Story-based lessons — more interaction and richer language use

Research Findings

* Storybooks (‘“book flood’’) improve reading, listening, and vocabulary
*  Vocabulary learning needs multiple exposures over time
e  There is limited research on how materials are actually used

Big Takeaway

*  Good materials for young learners should be:
o Interactive, meaningful, and engaging
o Developmentally appropriate
o Flexible to local context, not just global textbooks



