
Receptive Skills Task Design

Choosing suitable materials for receptive skills practice and designing authentic tasks is important 
to give students a range of realistic opportunities to develop their skills. 
Look at the tables below and try to fill in the blanks. This should help to give you ideas for materials 
and related tasks.

Listening

Who What Why

Traveller Airport announcement - to check destinations, times, 
departure gates, and delays.

Audience Movie - to understand the characters’ 
viewpoints and motivations.

- to follow the plot and predict 
what will happen next.

A child Radio toy commercial

News report

Parents Amusement park announcement

Description of a painting

- to check weather at sea.
- to check current and future 

weather conditions.
- to check wind speeds.

A mother waiting at school gates Other mothers’ conversations

A business management student

A child - to know when to dance.
- to know when to clap.
- to know when the video will 

show favorite animals.



Reading

Who What Why

A cook Recipe - to know which ingredients and 
utensils to prepare.

- to check the preparation and 
oven time.

- to follow the steps.

A movie fan List of Oscar-nominated movies - to check which movies they 
have and haven’t watched.

- to compare with personal 
favorites.

- to make predictions.

Parents Zoo brochure

Blog about student life in 
California

Poster about a musical

Restaurant review

Smartphone review

Poster with beach information and 
warnings

Job fair flyer

A fantasy and science fiction fan - to imagine another world
- to predict 
- to compare with a movie based 

on the same source material

A manager at Samsung


