
English Grammar (Teaching)

Today’s class

• Review

• Reading homework discussion

• Timeline of teaching methods

• M-U-F framework

• Homework

Email: edpovey@hotmail.co.uk

Website: edwardtesol.com

http://edwardtesol.com


Question:


The government is…

The government are…


Which one is correct?



Inductive Deductive

This Korean ship was built in 1590.

This writing system was invented by King Seong.

This song was written by Psy.

This book was written by J.K.Rowling.

This Korean ship was built in 1590.

This writing system was invented by King Seong.

This song was written by Psy.

This book was written by J.K.Rowling.

= Communicative!



Form-focused tasks

(conscious-raising / noticing tasks)


• identifying 

• judging 

• completing

• modifying

• sorting

• matching 

• rule provision (guessing a rule)

From: http://linguistics.uoregon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Cho-Sojung-Aug-11.pdf

http://linguistics.uoregon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Cho-Sojung-Aug-11.pdf


1.Harry ate six shrimp at dinner. 


2.Two cakes have been bought today.


3.Sue changed the flat tire.


4.The race was finished in record time.


5.The house will be cleaned every Saturday.


6.The application for a new job has been faxed.


7.The teacher always answers the students’ questions.


8.The whole town was destroyed.

Active or Passive Voice Quiz (form-focus)



Put these words in the right column.

el la

hombro, brazo, boca, cuello, cabeza, 
pecho, rodilla, pierna, mano



Example: 
5. = There are 
many examples 
where there are 
different rules. For 
example British 
vs. American 
English.
“learned/learnt”
“gotten/got/have”
“Team are…”
“Team is…”
https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/
American_and_British_
English_grammatical_d
ifferences 

Grammar questions

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

1. Grammar is an area of knowledge.

2. When we say something is grammatical, we mean that it is accurate.

3. Grammar has to do with rules.

4. Grammar is arbitrary. (There is no reason for the rules)

5. One good thing about grammar is that there is always one right answer.

6. Grammar has to do with word order within sentences and structures, 
such as word endings or morphology.

7. Grammar is acquired naturally; it doesn’t have to be taught.

8. Grammar structures are acquired in a set order, one after another.

9. All aspects of grammar are learned the same way.

10. Learners will eventually bring their performance into alignment with the 
target language, error correction or feedback is unnecessary.

11. Grammar (teaching and/or learning) is boring.

12. Not all students need to be taught grammar. Children for instance, do not 
benefit from formal grammar instruction.

The Week 4 reading discusses the author’s views on these statements!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_and_British_English_grammatical_differences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_and_British_English_grammatical_differences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_and_British_English_grammatical_differences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_and_British_English_grammatical_differences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_and_British_English_grammatical_differences


“If you found yourself wanting at the same time 
to both agree and disagree with some of these, 
that is not surprising. I have come to believe 
that these are myths and, as with all myths, 
there is likely an element of truth to each.
… Therefore, while I acknowledge that these 
twelve statements are partially true, I will 
challenge them.”

Larsen-Freeman

This is from the Week 4 reading homework.



Week 4 Homework Discussion

There are 12 assertions about grammar that the author 
challenges. 

Choose 2 of the assertions and write about a paragraph for 
each about why you agree and/or disagree with the author.

Share your 2 paragraphs on the HUFS e-class discussion 
board and be ready to discuss next class. 



Homework Review: Timeline of Teaching Methods


“I have presented the ten (definitions) in the order in which 
they were proposed during the previous century” (p.5)




Grammar Translation Method


• classical method 


• students learn grammatical rules 


• apply those rules by translating sentences


• aim is to translate whole texts word-for-word 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_rule
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Translating
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word-for-word


Behaviorism


behavior is controlled by its consequences.



Behaviorism lead to Audiolingualism


“the Army Method”


• A training system of reinforcement

• Repetition of phrases 

• Pronunciation modeling and memorisation 




Functional-notional Approach

• 1972, British linguist D.A. Wilkins 
• Moved away from using the traditional concepts of grammar 

and vocabulary 
• Describe language to an analysis of the communicative 

meanings that learners would need in order to express 
themselves and to understand effectively.

Language functions:

• compare
• complain
• express emotions
• persuade
• give advice
• etc.



CLT (Communicative Language Teaching)


• 1980s~~
• Aims to achieve "communicative competence" (rather than 

linguistic competence) through considerable learner 
interaction and communication of "real" meaning


Typical activities


• Role-play

• Icebreakers

• Information gap

• Jigsaw tasks

• Survey

• Discussion

• Debate



CLIL = Content and Language 
Integrated Learning



Homework 1: Watch on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dmSdO-6WEU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dmSdO-6WEU


Vocabulary and Grammar

1

2

3

M-U-F framework

Homework 2: Reading Preview



M-U-F framework


Meaning = What does it mean?

Use = How/Where/When/Why is it used?

Form = What is the structure?

Homework 2: Reading Preview

This is useful for 

• Analyzing target language (vocabulary and grammar)

• Planning and sequencing activities

• Lesson planning

• Materials design and selection



Homework Task: 
Read "Chapter 4: The Three Dimensions”
 
The reading is about the M-U-F framework.

All language has meaning, use and form. How would you teach 
each aspect of language? Write a few sentences for each with 
ideas about how you would teach/practice each part of M-U-F. 

1. How would you teach the meaning of new language?
2. How would you show the context of use and how would you 

practice language use with your students?
3. How would you show or demonstrate form? How would you 

check, or what kind of activities can you do to focus on form?

Write a brief paragraph for each. 
There are many possible answers!
5.


