
Teaching English Speaking

TodayÕs class 
¥ Review 

¥ TBLT 

¥ Authentic materials 

¥ Homework

Email: edpovey@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: edwardtesol.com

http://edwardtesol.com


LetÕs go to see a movie!!

Here is your schedule. Complete the schedule with your 
(mostly!) true appointments. Leave 2 spaces blank. 

M T W T F

afternoon

evening class with 
Edward

Now, in your group, try to organize a time and day that you can see 
a movie. Don’t show your schedule, you are on the phone! Some of 
you may have to change your schedule. Once you have decided the 
day/time, decide which movie you want to see. 



Movie task

1. Was that activity strong or weak CLT? 

2. Was that a rehearsal or an activation task? 

*a rehearsal task bears a clear and obvious relationship to a real-world task. 
*an activation task is to activate emerging language skills. 

3. Complete this table:

task macrofunctions microfunctions grammar

Make your schedule 
with two blanks. Find 
a time to see a movie 
with your friends.



ÒExerciseÓ ÒTaskÓ

ÒActivityÓ



What is an exercise?

¥ focus on specific language element

¥ focus on a single skill

¥ guided and controlled

¥ no context (except the classroom)

¥ not authentic

¥ not meaningful

¥ the outcome is linguistic



Exercises focus on specific language 
points to be learned



What is a task?

¥ various expressions used

¥ multiple skills (L,S,R,W)

¥ free, with a focus on fluency

¥ many contexts (cafe, office, researching, emergency, 
negotiating)

¥ similar to authentic language use

¥ focus on meaning

¥ the outcome is non-linguistic 



Tasks are focused on an outcome

pedagogical tasks

real-world tasks



In groups, try to add 2 more to each type 
of activity:

ExercisesÉ

¥ gap fill
¥ multiple choice Qs
¥ É
¥ É
¥ É

TaskÉ

¥ create a comic strip
¥ describe a person
¥ É
¥ É
¥ É



¥ Activities are organized around tasks, not 
language items. 

¥ Learn and practice language structures in a 
more natural and meaningful way. 

¥ Authentic topic material which is relevant to 
the studentsÕ needs. 

¥ Develops skills for Òreal-lifeÓ tasks.

What is TBLT?



Reading homework discussion
Share the task examples that you found.



What are the needs to learners? 

Discuss the language needs of each of these learners. 
What types of tasks do they need to complete? 
Can you think of one more type of learner?



1. Traveling to another country
2. Moving to a new country to live for a year
3. Working for a import/export company
4. Searching for a job
5. Working in a restaurant
6. Planning a wedding party

How we can turn these into classroom (pedagogical) 
activities?

In groups, choose 1 situation from the list 
below. Make a list of 3 tasks for each that 
involves using language. LetÕs do the first 
one together.



Task Types
• Listing 
• Brainstorming 
• Fact-finding 
• Ordering  
• Sorting 
• Sequencing  
• Ranking 
• Classifying 
• Matching 
• Finding similarities 
• Finding differences 

• Problem solving 
• Analyzing situations 
• Reasoning 
• Decision making 
• Sharing personal 

experiences 
• Narrating 
• Describing 
• Explaining 
• Getting/Giving information

Task: 
Choose 3 from above and think of a specific activity, including any 
topic, that students could do. Example: 
• Ranking: Students rank a list of scary things. 
• Classifying: Students classify animals into mammals, reptiles, etc.



ÒAuthentic textsÓ 

How could these texts be used in a language classroom? 
Which learners would they be suitable for?  
What kind of work might the learners be doing?

¥ resume 
¥ menu 
¥ housing contract 
¥ application form for a course 
¥ brochure for a school 
¥ brochure for a fabric company 
¥ instructions for wall paneling  

Can you think of one more?



Example: zoo brochure and map 

• input (what is your material) 
• setting (type of students) 
• procedure (how it will be used in a task) 
• learner role (during task) 
• teacher role (during task) 
• goal (outcome of task, goal type)

Homework 
task 



Homework task 

Find and bring an authentic input  material, such as a 
YouTube video poster, brochure, menu, newspaper 
article, recipe, report… 

For your material, take notes for the following… 

• input (what is your material) 
• setting (type of students) 
• procedure (how it will be used in a task) 
• learner role (during task) 
• teacher role (during task) 
• goal (outcome of task, goal type) 

See the reading for more detailed information. 



Homework task 

Try to brainstorm some more tasks for your materials 
using this list of task types.

• Listing 
• Brainstorming 
• Fact-finding 
• Ordering  
• Sorting 
• Sequencing  
• Ranking 
• Classifying 
• Matching 
• Finding similarities 
• Finding differences 

• Problem solving 
• Analyzing situations 
• Reasoning 
• Decision making 
• Sharing personal 

experiences 
• Narrating 
• Describing 
• Explaining 
• Getting/Giving information

Task Types



Homework for Week 6 
Prepare a short speaking activity to share in small groups. 
Read the chapter on my website (part 2 of the reading 
homework for week 5) for ideas and guidance.  
The speaking activity does not need a lot of scaffolding and it 
can be for any age group or level. Be prepared to share your 
activity in week 6.



TBLT: Spot the differences 
(Activation task)



TBL: Spot the differences



TBL: Spot the differences

On your phone go to edwardtesol.com 

password: english 

Go to HUFS COURSES > TEACHING ENG. 
SPEAKING 

Go to the bottom of the page. 

Find ‘Spot the Differences’

click here —>

http://edwardtesol.com


TBL: Spot the differences


