
English Grammar (Teaching)

Today’s class

• Review

• M-U-F framework for teaching

• Grammar activities

• Homework

Email: edpovey@hotmail.co.uk

Website: edwardtesol.com

http://edwardtesol.com


Teaching concepts: Contrasting terms

• declarative vs. procedural knowledge


• explicit vs. implicit learning


• deductive vs. inductive teaching


• controlled vs. free practice


• accuracy vs. fluency



How are 
you doing?

I’m fine thanks, 
and you?

Meaning, Use and Form

“pragmatics” = language use and context



Vocabulary and Grammar

1

2

3

M-U-F framework



M-U-F framework


Meaning = What does it mean?

Use = How/Where/When/Why is it used?

Form = What is the structure?

Homework 1: Reading Preview

This is useful for 

• Analysing target language (vocabulary and grammar)

• Planning and sequencing activities

• Lesson planning

• Materials design and selection



Can you play the piano?


Can you open the window?

How is the meaning of these sentences different?


Is the form different or the same?

M-U-F examples



M-U-F examples

“The dog’s b*llocks.”


“The bee’s knees.”
These are British idioms that mean “good/amazing”


Notice that the form and the meaning are the same.

However, one of these is rude and should not be used 
in polite settings. This means the “use” is different.


Also: sh** vs. sugar



M-U-F examples

“What’s the time?”


“Have you got the time?”

According to the M-U-F framework, how are these 
expressions the same and different?


Which part of the M-U-F framework is different?


Do you know any other expressions that have 
interesting differences in meaning, use and form?



M-U-F examples

“It’s a bit cold in here.”


“Close the window.”


“Could you please close the 
window.”

All of these have the same basic meaning, 

but very different use and form.



Politically incorrect vs. 

(Politically correct 
language)


New words with 
essentially the same 
meaning, but a more 
inclusive nature have 
replaced terms that 
have been deemed 
inappropriate.

Why has language changed?

Has the same happened in Korean?

How does this relate to MUF?



Prefix / Suffix / Base word
Knowing these can help with 
guessing the meaning of new 
words.


REVIEW, REPEAT


M-U-F with Vocabulary



Can you think of any more similar examples of words with ‘port’?

Using base words



Answers!

Prefixes



Homework


Read Week 6 text on my 
website.


Complete the tasks below.

Tasks

1. Discussion Board: Look at the parameters list on pp.121-122. Choose 

either young learners or adult learners and think about how the you would 
need to apply the parameters for those learners. Write about a paragraph 
explaining how these parameters would work for your learners. Example: 
(Planning time) Young learners need more planning and rehearsal time before language 
output.


2. Bring to Class: Make or highlight a list of 5 tips for teachers from 
information in the reading (not including the parameters p.121~). Each tip 
can be 1-2 sentences. You may have to write them in your own words. 
Example: (p.117) Meaningless drills may not actually help students’ communication skills 
outside of the classroom.



How can we express meaning?


make the context clear

images

photos


diagrams

video

mime


dialogue

examples

For Teachers



Activities for use


CLT activities

information gap


information transfer

jigsaw reading


survey

discussion / debate

sharing opinions

problem-solving


For Teachers



Form-focused tasks

(conscious-raising / noticing tasks)


• identifying 

• judging 

• completing

• modifying

• sorting

• matching 

• rule provision (guessing a rule)

From: http://linguistics.uoregon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Cho-Sojung-Aug-11.pdf

For Teachers

http://linguistics.uoregon.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Cho-Sojung-Aug-11.pdf


always

subject adverb verb predicate

I always

usually


sometimes

never

eat peanut 
butter on 
toast for 
breakfast

1. MEANING

2. USE

3. FORM

What techniques or activities are suitable for each stage?

M T W T F S S

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

100% ALWAYS0% NEVER 50% SOMETIMES

“I always do my 
homework. I never 
play computer 
games”



1. MEANING



Quiz your partner

How often do you ride a bike?

How often do you eat pizza?

How often do you do your homework? 


I always/usually/sometimes/never …

100% ALWAYS0% NEVER 30% SOMETIMES 30% USUALLY

2. USE



Re-arrange the sentences

1.do a often bike how ride you 


2.always ride bike I a


3.often how eat pizza you do


4.pizza eat I usually

3. FORM



Practice task

In your groups discuss activities for each of the grammar points below 
using M-U-F framework. Let’s practice one together first.

1. prepositions of place: 
The pencil is in, on, 
under…

2. ‘at’ preposition of 
time: at 7:00pm, at 
lunchtime, at bedtime

3. possessive pronouns: 
It’s my, his, hers…

4. sports + ability: 

I can play tennis, 
basketball, golf…

5. transportation: 

I go to school by car, by 
bike, by subway…

6. present perfect about 
experiences: I’ve been to 
Paris.

MEANING            USE              FORM

activity?             activity?           activity?

7. modals: 

You must …, You don’t 
have to…

8. comparatives: The … is 
bigger than the …

Note:

You can decide 
the sentences 
for each 
grammar point. 

For example, 
you could teach 
the question 
form.

You can also 
choose a 
context or 
situation for the 
language.



Ideas for Practicing Grammar


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CWB_hxeoyU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CWB_hxeoyU


Teaching grammar to young learners. Example activity:

happy

sad

angry



Teaching grammar to young learners. Example activity:

Is he angry?

No, he isn’t.


He is _____.



Teaching grammar to young learners. Example activity:

Is she happy?

No, ___ isn’t.


She ___  ______.



Teaching grammar to young learners. Example activity:

Is the monkey sad?

No, it ____.


It ___  ______.



Can you guess my sentence?    


Is the [animal] [feeling]?


Yes, it is.

No, it isn’t.

Grid game







Grid 
game for 
higher 
level 

students



Sentence Mimes

This activity is good for practicing sentence order (grammar). Choose 
a simple sentence and create an action for each word. For example:


I [point to eye] like [make/point to heart] cats [make a paw].

What other animals can we put in this sentence with actions?


We [draw a circle] are [bend finger] reading books [act reading].

What other hobbies can we act with this sentence?


What does this mean? 

[draw a circle] [make/point to heart] [make a paw]


In your groups choose a sentence and make mimes to teach the class. 
Can we make any new sentences with our new actions?



Intermediate example activities

If it rains 
tomorrow,

If it is sunny 
tomorrow,

I will…

I will…



Example activities: Focus on Form

Finish these sentences:


• If she goes to the party, she will…


• If we practice a lot, we will… 


• She will marry him if he…


• I will buy you a sandwich if you…




Prepare a grammar activity


Next week, bring a grammar activity to demonstrate in 
small groups, and maybe with the class. The grammar 
activity can be to practice use (communication) or to 
focus on form.


Choose a grammar point and create the activity + 
materials to match the grammar point. The activity can 
be for any age group.


The materials can be: PPT (on laptop or tablet), audio, 
video, word cards, worksheet, board game, etc.


Note: This is not whole lesson, just one activity.

Homework practice task for Week 8


