WRITER’S WORKSHOP: SENTENCE FUNCTIONS AND GRAMMAR ANALYSIS

Essay 1: Financial Consumer Protection
Viewpoint: Government regulator

TASK 1: MARK THE SENTENCE FUNCTIONS
Read the essay once. Then read it again and mark each sentence using the key below.

TS = Topic sentence

R = Reason

E = Example / evidence

| = Importance / impact

C = Contrast / caution

END = Concluding sentence

Some sentences may seem to have more than one function, but choose the main function.
TASK 2: GRAMMAR HUNT
Work in groups of four. Each student chooses one grammar focus.

Student A: Hedging and cautious claims
Find 2—-3 examples of cautious language, such as may, might, could, appears to, is likely
to, suggests that, or tends to.

Student B: Nominalization for academic style
Find 2—3 examples of noun forms that make the writing sound academic, such as
protection, regulation, disclosure, supervision, assessment, transparency, or enforcement.

Student C: Passive voice in reports and policy writing
Find 2—-3 passive voice examples, such as is protected, are required, was introduced,
should be monitored, or has been strengthened.

Student D: Complex sentences with contrast and concession
Find 2-3 examples using although, while, however, despite, even though, or similar
contrast language.

TASK 3: SHARE YOUR FINDINGS

Share your examples with your group. Say the sentence number and explain why it is an
example of your grammar focus.

Useful language:

| found an example in sentence [___].

This is an example of because
The phrase shows

This grammar is useful here because



ESSAY 1: FINANCIAL CONSUMER PROTECTION FROM A GOVERNMENT
REGULATOR’S VIEWPOINT

Paragraph 1

[1] Financial consumer protection has become a major priority for government
regulators because modern financial products are increasingly complex and difficult
for ordinary consumers to evaluate.

[2] One reason is that consumers often face a significant information gap when they
compare loans, insurance products, digital payment services, or investment options.

[3] This problem is partly linked to the rapid expansion of online financial services,
where decisions can be made quickly but risks may not be fully understood.

[4] For example, consumers may agree to loan conditions, service fees, or data-
sharing terms without clearly understanding the long-term consequences.

[5] This matters because poor financial decisions can lead to household debt, loss of
savings, reduced trust in financial institutions, and wider pressure on the financial
system.

[6] However, regulation must be designed carefully, because excessive rules may
increase costs for firms and reduce access to useful financial services.

[7] For this reason, financial consumer protection should be viewed not only as a
consumer issue, but also as an important part of financial stability.

Paragraph 2

[8] From a regulator’s perspective, clear disclosure is one of the most important tools
for protecting consumers.

[9] When financial institutions are required to explain fees, risks, and contract terms
in plain language, consumers are more likely to make informed choices.

[10] This can be seen in disclosure rules for lending products, which are designed to
help borrowers understand interest rates, repayment conditions, and possible
penalties.

[11] The wider impact of effective disclosure is that consumers may become less
vulnerable to misleading sales practices and unsuitable financial products.

[12] Although disclosure alone cannot solve every problem, it can strengthen
transparency and make unfair practices easier to identify.



[13] Therefore, stronger disclosure requirements should remain a central part of
consumer protection policy.

Paragraph 3

[14] Government regulators also need to monitor how financial innovation affects
consumer risk.

[15] Digital banking, mobile payments, and Al-based financial services may improve
convenience and access, but they can also create new risks related to fraud, data
privacy, and algorithmic bias.

[16] Recent cases of online scams suggest that some consumers may be especially
vulnerable when financial transactions are fast, remote, and difficult to reverse.

[17] As a result, consumer complaints, fraud reports, and market conduct data should
be regularly analyzed by supervisory authorities.

[18] This kind of supervision is important because it allows regulators to identify
emerging risks before they become widespread problems.

[19] At the same time, regulators should avoid blocking useful innovation that can
improve financial inclusion and service quality.

[20] Overall, financial consumer protection requires a balanced approach that
combines clear disclosure, active supervision, and careful support for responsible
innovation.

TASK 4: DISCUSS THE ESSAY STRUCTURE
Discuss these questions with your group.
1. What is the main argument of the essay?
2. Which sentence introduces the main issue?
3. Which sentences give reasons?
4. Which sentences give examples or evidence?
5. Which sentences explain importance or impact?
6. Which sentences show caution or balance?
7. How does the final sentence return to the main point?

8. Is the essay clear and well organized? Why or why not?



ANSWERS FOR TASK 2

1. Hedging and Cautious Claims

[3] “risks may not be fully understood”

[4] “consumers may agree to loan conditions...”

[11] “consumers may become less vulnerable...”

[15] “financial services may improve convenience and access...”

[16] “Recent cases of online scams suggest that some consumers may be especially
vulnerable...”

2. Nominalization for Academic Style

[1] “financial consumer protection”

[3] “the rapid expansion of online financial services
[8] “clear disclosure”

[12] “transparency”

[13] “stronger disclosure requirements”

[18] “This kind of supervision”

[20] “responsible innovation”
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3. Passive Voice in Reports and Policy Writing

[3] “risks may not be fully understood”

[6] “regulation must be designed carefully”

[7] “financial consumer protection should be viewed. ..
[9] “financial institutions are required to explain...”
[10] “This can be seen in disclosure rules...”

[10] “which are designed to help borrowers...”

[17] “data should be regularly analyzed...”
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4. Complex Sentences with Contrast and Concession
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[6] “However, regulation must be designed carefully...
[12] “Although disclosure alone cannot solve every problem, it can strengthen
transparency...

[15] “financial services may improve convenience and access, but they can also create new
risks...”

[19] “At the same time, regulators should avoid blocking useful innovation...”



